
SnapCap – your best motorized tubecap
Installation Guide

What is in the pack?

When you have unpacked you should have the following, as illustrated below:
1) tubecap with arm
2) motor unit
3) fixing strap matched to the tube diameter
4) control box with 1m cable
5) 3,5mm Jack plug

Optionally you can order the control cable and the power cable to the control box. 
Otherwise you have to prepare the cable that supplies the control box with 12VDC 100mA 
(5,5/2mm DC plug, center positive) and the control signal (12VDC 50mA) cable with the 
supplied 3,5mm Jack plug (polarity irrelevant).
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You can mount SnapCap in 10 simple steps. You need a 2mm allen key (hexagonal) and a 
medium size Phillips (posidriv) head screwdriver.

1) Insert the strap into the slot on the motor unit bracket. 

2) Place the motor unit base on the tube, cca 5 mm from the edge. Bring the two ends 
of the strap to meet as shown below. The strap screw must be disengaged (inclined 
upwards) as in the photo. The motor arm points toward the sky!



3) Push the strap screw down to make it engage. 

4) Run the screw in to tighten the strap but leave loose enough to adjust the motor 
position. 



5) Insert the Cap arm into the 6mm hole on the Motor arm. (red rectangle highlight) If it 
does not fit you either have to unscrew the M4 allen screw on top of the motor arm 
or adjust the Motor unit closer to the tube edge.

6) Check the distances where you see the red dots and adjust (slide) the Cap arm until 
they are cca equal. 



7)  Lock the allen setscrew with a 2mm allen key.

8) Check the distances where you see the red dots. In the example it is larger on the 
right, to correct gently push (bend) the Motor bracket in the indicated direction (to 
the right in the image).

9) Connect the cable from the control box to the DC power socket on the Motor unit 



and the other cables as well. The diagram below gives you a hint on electric 
connections.

With the Seletek Firefly relay open, the tube is closed, when the relay closes the tube is 
open. To switch the unit you can use the power of any 12VDC accessory that is switched 
off when the telescope is out of use. The relay draws 50mA max.

DO NOT USE A TENSION HIGHER THAN 12VDC TO POWER 
THE MOTOR!!!
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When all the cables are connected, test the unit. If the fit is not tight enough slide 
the Motor unit away from the tube edge until the cap gives a good fit. 
If the motor oscillates (stops and starts repeatedly) at the closed position, slide the Motor 
unit towards the tube edge slightly (2mm) and try again. 

Tighten the strap after you have adjusted the motor so that it stays in position 
securely. 

This product does not need maintenance, however I recommend checking the strap 
tightness and the setscrews after cca 300 cycles of operation.

SnapCap closes/opens in cca 8 seconds. If the tube rim is regular and smooth the 
3mm foam fitted to the aluminium plate ensures hermetic sealing of your OTA.
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